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Dragon School to commemorate centenary of former pupil Sir John Smyth VC’s
heroic action alongside his Ten Sikh Supermen.

On Monday 18th May the Dragon School Oxford will host a special event to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of an extraordinary action that took place on a French battlefield during
World War One (WW1), for which their former student Sir John Smyth was awarded the 
Victoria Cross (VC).

The school will welcome the UK Punjab Heritage Association (UKPHA) and volunteers from 
the National Army Museum’s WW1 Sikh Regiment re-enactment group to commemorate 
Smyth and his “ten Sikh supermen” as they were described in a press report of the time.

The call of duty and a forgotten sacrifice

On 18 May 1915 the nineteen year old Smyth, an officer in the 15th (Ludhiana) Sikh 
Regiment, and ten volunteer Sikh soldiers embarked on a suicidal mission to provide much 
need ammunition to a captured German trench. Only Smyth made it back from this perilous 
journey unharmed, his Sikh soldiers dead or wounded in no man’s land.

The bond between a British Officer and his Indian troops

Smyth was at pains to emphasise the importance of the bond between himself and his men. 
In a moving interview years later Smyth said “it was the proudest moment of my life” when 
his men all stepped forward to volunteer for this deadly mission. What drove these men – 
subjects of the British Empire in a volunteer army fighting a foreign war – to risk their lives?   

A day to remember

The 100th anniversary of this extraordinary act of bravery, and the largely forgotten story of 
the Sikh contribution to WW1, will be retold at Smyth’s alma mater by a speaker from the UK
Punjab Heritage Association and Sikh volunteers from National Army Museum’s 15th 
Ludhiana Sikh Regiment re-enactment group. On the same day Smyth’s hometown of 
Teignmouth in Devon will be unveiling a plaque to commemorate him. 

-Ends-



Notes for editors:

1. The event starts at 1:45pm. Press who wish to attend should contact UKPHA (details below).

2. UKPHA's project Empire, Faith & War: The Sikhs and World War One empirefaithwar.com, 
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), aims over three years to commemorate the 
largely forgotten sacrifice of Sikhs in the Great War. 

This includes by creating education packs for schools, a commemorative publication, 
documentary film, and the creation of a database of stories of those who went to war and
the families that were left behind.

3. The National Army Museum's Brothers in Arms project is a research and digitisation 
project focusing on the Museum's Indian Army collection. The project is funded by the 
Esmee Fairbairn Collections Fund.

4. For further information contact: 

UKPHA: Harbakhsh Grewal harbakhsh@ukpha.org 07817-092826

National Army Museum: marketing@nam.ac.uk 

5. Images attached of:

a. John Smyth VC (fourth from right in turban) amongst a group of British & Indian officers of 
the 15th Sikhs, Le Sart, France, 24 July 1915. Photographer: H. D. Girdwood (British 
Library).

b. Members of the National Army Museum’s 15th Sikh Re-enactment group at UKPHA’s House 
of Commons commemorative event, November 2014 (Copyright Raj Gedhu).
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